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sisters, without being able to plead for this
practice either the Arab custom or the Arab
need. They find no objection, either in nature
or in revelation, to the custom of breeding in
and in; a subject on which we one day had a
curious talk with Young and the Twelve. Young
denied that degeneracy springs from marriage
between men and women who may be near in
blood.

The Saints go much beyond Abram; and I,
for one, am inclined to think that they have found
their type of domestic life in the Indian's wigwam
rather than in the Patriarch's tent. Like the Ute,
a Mormon may have as many wives as he can
feed; like the Mandan, he may marry three or
four sisters, an aunt and her niece, a mother and
her child. Perhaps it would not be too much to
say that in the Mormon code there is no such
crime "as incest, and that a man is practically free
to woo and wed any woman who may take his
eye.

We have had a very strange conversation with
Young about the Mormon doctrine of incest, I
asked him whether it was a common thing among
the Saints to marry mother and daughter; and, if
so, on what authority they acted, since that kind